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Earth shattered global heat record in '23 and it's flirting with warming limit 


The cracked earth of the Sau reservoir is visible north of Barcelona, Spain, March 20, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
Earth last year shattered glo- 
bal annual heat records, flirt- 
ed with the world’s agreed- 
upon warming threshold 
and showed more signs of 
a feverish planet, the Euro- 
pean climate agency said 
Tuesday. 
The European climate agen- 
cy Copernicus said the year 
was 1.48 degrees Celsius 
(2.66 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above pre-industrial times. 
That’s barely below the 1.5 
degrees Celsius limit that the 
world hoped to stay within 
in the 2015 Paris climate 
accord to avoid the most 
severe effects of warming. 
And January 2024 is on track 
to be so warm that for the 
first time a 12-month period 
will exceed the 1.5-degree 
threshold, Copernicus Dep- 
uty Director Samantha Bur- 
gess said. 
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Earth shattered global heat record in '23 and it's flirting with warming limit 


Continued from Front 


Scientists have repeatedly 
said that Earth would need 
to average 1.5 degrees of 
warming over two or three 
decades to be a technical 
breach of the threshold. 
The 1.5 degree goal “has to 
be (kept) alive because lives 
are at risk and choices have 
to be made,” Burgess said. 
“And these choices don’t 
impact you and I but they 
impact our children and our 
grandchildren.” 
The record heat made life 
miserable and sometimes 
deadly in Europe, North 
America, China and many 
other places last year. But 
scientists say a warming 
climate is also to blame 
for more extreme weather 
events, like the lengthy 
drought that devastated the 
Horn of Africa, the torrential 
downpours that wiped out 
dams and killed thousands in 
Libya and the Canada wild- 
fires that fouled the air from 
North America to Europe. 
In a separate Tuesday press 
event, international climate 
scientists 
who 
calculate 
global warming’s role in ex- 
treme weather, the group’s 
leader, Imperial College cli- 
mate scientist Friederike Otto 
said “we definitely see in our 
analysis the strong impact of 
it being the hottest year.” 
The World Weather Attri- 
bution team only looks at 
events that affect at least 
1 million people or kill more 
than 100 people. But Otto 
said her team was over- 
whelmed with more than 
160 of those in 2023, and 
could only conduct 14 stud- 
ies, many of them on killer 
heat waves. “Basically every 
heat wave that is occurring 
today has been made more 
likely and is hotter because 
of human-induced climate 
change,” she said. 
The United States lurched 
through 28 weather disas- 
ters last year that caused at 
least $1 billion in damage, 
smashing the old record of 
22 set in 2020, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced 
Tuesday. The number of 
these costly disasters, which 
are adjusted to account for 
inflation, has soared, aver- 
aging only three per year in 
the 1980s and just under six 


per year in the 1990s. 
The U.S. billion-dollar disasters 
last year included a drought, 
four floods, 19 severe storms, 
2 hurricanes, a wildfire and a 
winter storm. They combined 
to kill 492 people and cause 
nearly $93 billion in damage, 
according to NOAA. 
Antarctic sea ice hit record 
low levels in 2023 and broke 
eight monthly records for 
low sea ice, Copernicus re- 
ported. 
Copernicus 
calculated 
that the global average 
temperature for 2023 was 
about one-sixth of a de- 
gree Celsius (0.3 degrees 
Fahrenheit) warmer than the 
old record set in 2016. While 
that seems a small amount 
in global record-keeping, 
it’s an exceptionally large 
margin for the new record, 
Burgess said. Earth’s aver- 
age temperature for 2023 
was 14.98 degrees Celsius 
(58.96 degrees Fahrenheit), 
Copernicus calculated. 
“It was record-breaking for 
seven months. We had the 
warmest June, July, August, 
September, October, No- 
vember, December,” Bur- 
gess said. “It wasn’t just a 
season or a month that was 
exceptional. It was excep- 
tional for over half the year.” 
There are several factors 


that made 2023 the warm- 
est year on record, but by 
far the biggest factor was 
the ever-increasing amount 
of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere that trap heat, 
Burgess said. Those gases 
come from the burning of 
coal, oil and natural gas. 
Other factors including the 
natural El Nino — a tempo- 
rary warming of the central 
Pacific that alters weather 
worldwide — other natural 
oscillations in the Arctic, 
southern and Indian oceans, 
increased solar activity and 
the 2022 eruption of an un- 
dersea volcano that sent 
water vapor into the atmos- 
phere, Burgess said. 
Malte Meinshausen, a Uni- 
versity of Melbourne climate 
scientist, said about 1.3 de- 
grees Celsius of the warm- 
ing comes from greenhouse 
gases, with another 0.1 de- 
grees Celsius from El Nino 
and the rest being smaller 
causes. 
Copernicus records only go 
back to 1940 and are based 
on a combination of obser- 
vations and forecast mod- 
els. Other groups, including 
the United States’ National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and NASA, 
the United Kingdom’s Me- 
teorological Office and Ber- 


keley Earth go back to the 
mid-1800s and will announce 
their calculations for 2023 on 
Friday, with expectations of 
record-breaking marks. 
The Japanese Meteorologi- 
cal Agency, which uses simi- 
lar techniques as Copernicus 
and goes back to 1948, late 
last month estimated that it 
was the warmest year at 
1.47 degrees Celsius (2.64 
degrees Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels. The Uni- 
versity of Alabama Huntsville 
global dataset, which uses 
satellite measurements rath- 
er than ground data and 
dates to 1979, last week also 
found it the hottest year on 
record, but not by as much. 
Though actual observations 
only date back less than two 
centuries, several scientists 
say evidence from tree rings 
and ice cores suggest this is 
the warmest the Earth has 
been in more than 100,000 
years. 
“It basically means that our 
cities, our roads, our monu- 
ments, our farms, in practice 
all human activities never 
had to cope with the climate 
this warm,” Copernicus Di- 
rector Carlo Buontempo said 
at a Tuesday press confer- 
ence. “There were simply no 
cities, no books, agriculture 
or domesticated animals on 


this planet the last time the 
temperature was so high.” 
For the first time, Copernicus 
recorded a day where the 
world averaged at least 2 
degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit) more than pre- 
industrial times. It happened 
twice and narrowly missed a 
third day around Christmas, 
Burgess said. 
And for the first time, every 
day of the year was at least 
one degree Celsius (1.8 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) warmer 
than pre-industrial times. For 
nearly half the year — 173 
days — the world was 1.5 
degrees warmer than the 
mid-1800s. 
Meinshausen, the Austral- 
ian climate scientist, said 
it’s natural for the public to 
wonder whether the 1.5-de- 
gree target is lost. He said it’s 
important for people to keep 
trying to rein in warming. 
“We are not abolishing a 
speed limit, because some- 
body exceeded the speed 
limit,” he said. “We double 
our efforts to step on the 
brakes.” 
But Buontempo said it’s only 
going to get hotter: “Follow- 
ing the current trajectory in 
a few years time the record- 
breaking year of 2023 will 
probably be remembered 
as a cold year.”q 


New York City is visible in a haze-filled sky due to wildfires in Canada, photographed from the Staten Island Ferry, Wednesday, June 
7, 2023, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Na- 
tional Rifle Association law- 
yer acknowledged in court 
Tuesday that some former 
executives 
and 
outside 
vendors may have ripped 
off the influential gun rights 
group with lavish spending 
and self-dealing. 
But, in an opening state- 
ment at a New York civil 
trial scrutinizing the orga- 
nization’s leadership and 
finances, 
Sarah 
Rogers 
questioned why the NRA is 
being forced to defend it- 
self when it’s also a victim 
and could end up reaping 
millions of dollars in restitu- 
tion. 
“There can be no ques- 
tion that some individuals, 
some executives an ad 
agency, a travel agent 
betrayed (the NRA’s) mis- 
sion,” Rogers told jurors in 
the first of several open- 
ing statements by lawyers 
representing the NRA and 
defendants including its 
longtime 
head, 
Wayne 
LaPierre, who is resigning 
Jan. 31. 
“The one question is: Why 
the NRA, the victim, is a de- 
fendant in this case?” Rog- 
ers asked. 
New York Attorney Gen- 
eral Letitia James sued the 
NRA, LaPierre and two of 
his top lieutenants, in 2020, 
accusing them of violating 
the trust of the nonprofit 
charity’s 5 million members 
by spending tens of millions 
of dollars raised through 
dues and other means on 
extravagant, unnecessary 
expenses. 
One quirk of the case is 
that while the NRA is a de- 
fendant, the Democratic 
attorney general is seeking 
punishment that includes 
requiring that LaPierre and 
the two other men pay the 
organization back. 
LaPierre’s lawyer, P. Kent 
Correll, defended the ex- 
ecutive vice president and 
chief executive officer as 
having served the NRA 
“well and honorably and 
honestly for 44 years,” the 
last three decades as its 
head. Correll justified LaPi- 
erre’s expenses as vital to 


National Rifle Association members listen to speakers during the NRA’s Annual Meetings and 
Exhibits at the George R. Brown Convention Center, May 4, 2013, in Houston. 
Associated Press 


NRA lawyer says gun rights group is defendant and victim at civil 
trial over leader’s big spending 


his job promoting the orga- 
nization’s gun-rights agen- 
da. LaPierre has repaid 
some bills to comply with 
organization 
guidelines 
and tax laws, Correll said. 
“He saw his duty as broad- 
er than sitting in an office 
at NRA headquarters re- 
viewing contracts and in- 
voices,” Correll told jurors, 
portraying him as some- 
thing of a politician criss- 
crossing the country for 
chicken dinners with gun 
owners and retreats with 
Hollywood celebrities he 
wanted to court as organi- 
zation allies. 
LaPierre, 74, is accused 
of charging the organiza- 
tion more than $11 million 
for private jet flights de- 
spite the NRA’s policy of 
only covering the cost of 
coach-class airfare. Cor- 
rell said the charter flights 
were a security require- 
ment because he was re- 
ceiving death threats and 
that others in the organiza- 
tion, including the late ac- 
tor and former NRA presi- 
dent Charlton Heston, flew 
on private jets. Rogers said 
LaPierre paid the NRA for 
the cost of travel for family 
members who accompa- 
nied him on trips. 
LaPierre is also accused of 
taking lucrative gifts from 
people doing business with 
the NRA, including trips to 
Bahamas, Greece, Dubai 
and India and stays on a 


108-foot (33-meter) yacht 
from a marketing firm that 
had $135 million in con- 
tracts 
with 
the 
NRA.To 
avoid scrutiny, state law- 
yers said, LaPierre routed 
expenses through a ven- 
dor, filed doctored invoic- 
es, and retaliated against 
insiders who questioned his 
spending. A lawyer for a 
co-defendant, former NRA 
Chief Financial Officer Wil- 
son Phillips, said LaPierre’s 
full travel plans weren’t 
listed on internal records 
because there was “a real 
and legitimate concern” 
that a leak could jeopar- 
dize his safety. 
LaPierre is expected to tes- 
tify, possibly as early as this 
week, along with Lt. Col.q 
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By JAMIE STENGLE and JAKE 
BLEIBERG 
Associated Press 
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
— Firefighters scoured the 
wreckage of a historic Fort 
Worth hotel on Tuesday as 
they investigated the cause 
of a massive explosion that 
shattered windows, littered 
the streets with debris and 
injured 21 people, includ- 
ing one critically. 
The Monday blast blew 
doors and sections of wall 
into the road in front of 
the 
20-story 
downtown 
Sandman Signature Hotel, 
where authorities said res- 
cuers found several people 
trapped in the basement. 
By evening, officials said 
everyone seemed to have 
been accounted for, but 
firefighters with dogs con- 
tinued searching the rub- 
ble overnight. 
The fire department is work- 
ing with state and federal 
investigators 
and 
utility 
workers to determine the 
exact cause of the explo- 
sion, 
though 
authorities 
believe a gas leak was to 
blame. 
The 
department 
said Tuesday that no more 
victims had been found 
and that the area around 
hotel would remain closed. 
Fifteen people who were 
hurt in the mid-afternoon 
blast were taken to hospi- 


tals, including one who was 
in critical condition and six 
others 
whose 
conditions 
were described as “semi- 
critical” by MedStar, which 
provides ambulances and 
emergency medical ser- 
vices in Fort Worth. Officials 
said more than two dozen 
rooms were occupied at 
the hotel when the explo- 
sion happened. 
“There was debris. There 
was insulation. There was 
office furniture,” said Char- 
lie Collier, a 31-year-old 


who 
was 
was 
working 
nearby when he said he 
saw a large flash and what 
sounded like thunder. 
“Everything that was in the 
first couple floors of the 
building was blown out all 
over the street,” he said. 
The hotel is in a busy area 
of 
downtown 
about 
a 
block from the Fort Worth 
Convention Center. Foot- 
age from news helicopters 
showed firefighters picking 
their way through the piles 
of drywall, shattered glass 


and mangled metal that 
lay scattered across the 
street and over parked ve- 
hicles. There were gaping 
holes visible in the ground. 
Craig Trojacek, a fire de- 
partment spokesman, said 
a restaurant in the building 
had been under construc- 
tion but that it hasn’t been 
determined that the blast 
occurred there. Authori- 
ties have not specified the 
cause of the suspected gas 
leak. 
Rebecca 
Martinez 
was in a nearby building 


Monday when she recalled 
hearing a loud crack and 
seeing a wall of dust and 
debris sweep through the 
streets. Stepping outside, 
she came upon a man and 
woman leaning against a 
fire hydrant. “The man was 
all bloody, his face was 
all bloody,” Martinez said. 
“Then I started smelling nat- 
ural gas, real intense and I 
thought, ‘I might need to 
get away from here.’” 
Moments later, she said, 
authorities evacuated her 
building and some of the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
Paula Snider, a UPS driver, 
was doing a pickup nearby 
when she said she heard 
a loud boom and saw a 
huge puff of black smoke. 
A large piece of metal 
grating landed under her 
truck and another dropped 
nearby. “I jumped out and 
took off running,” she said. 
Trojacek said the chaotic 
scene made it impossible 
for rescuers to reach parts 
of the building immediately 
after the blast. 
“We had reports of people 
trapped down in the base- 
ment, and because of the 
explosion that took place, 
some of those access ar- 
eas were either covered up 
or it didn’t feel safe at that 
point to get people down 
into,” he said.q 


Debris is seen outside the Sandman Signature hotel on Houston Street in downtown Fort Worth, 
Texas, after an explosion, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Firefighters investigate cause of suspected gas explosion at 
historic Texas hotel that injured 21 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 
lawsuit to block enforce- 
ment of Louisiana’s new 
ban on transgender health 
care procedures for any- 
one under 18 was an- 
nounced Monday by LG- 
BTQ+ advocates. 
The lawsuit was prepared 
by Lambda Legal and oth- 
ers on behalf of five Louisi- 
ana minors and their par- 
ents, identified in the filings 
by pseudonyms. Lambda 
Legal said in a news re- 
lease the lawsuit was be- 
ing filed in Louisiana district 


court in New Orleans. 
State lawmakers approved 
the ban last year and over- 
rode a veto by then-Gov. 
John Bel Edwards, a Demo- 
crat. The law bans, among 
other 
things, 
hormone 
treatments, gender reas- 
signment surgery or puber- 
ty-blocking drugs for minors 
and took took effect Jan. 1, 
making Louisiana one of 22 
states banning or restricting 
such transgender care. 
The lawsuit in New Orleans 
is one of several state and 
federal court challenges to 
those laws. A federal judge 
in Arkansas struck down 


that state’s ban last June 
but other challenges have 
resulted in rulings allowing 
enforcement. 
The 
ACLU 
has taken a challenge to 
Kentucky and Tennessee 
bans to the Supreme Court. 
The Louisiana lawsuit ar- 
gues that the law violates 
the state constitution’s right 
to privacy provision by im- 
posing burdens on parents’ 
and individuals’ ability to 
make 
personal 
medical 
decisions. It seeks a judi- 
cial declaration that the 
law is unconstitutional and 
a court order blocking its 
enforcement.q 


The Louisiana Capitol stands prominently, April 4, 2023, in Baton 
Rouge, La. 
Associated Press 


LGBTQ+ advocates’ lawsuit says Louisiana transgender care ban 
violates the state constitution 
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By RADUL RADOVANOVIC 
Associated Press 
BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina (AP) — The United 
States warned on Tuesday 
that ongoing celebrations 
of a Bosnian Serb self-pro- 
claimed national holiday — 
which included a parade 
of paramilitary and police 
troops — were in violation 
of Bosnia’s constitution and 
a 1995 peace agreement, 
and as such amounted to 
a criminal offense. 
In a statement, the U.S. 
embassy in Sarajevo urged 
Bosnia’s legal authorities to 
“investigate any violations 
of law” related to the mark- 
ing of Jan. 9 as the day of 
the Republika Srpska entity, 
which is what the part of 
Bosnia run by ethnic Serbs 
is called. 
“The issue is not the cele- 
bration of the holiday, but 
rather the decision to do 
so on January 9,” the state- 
ment said. 
The Jan. 9 holiday com- 
memorates the day in 1992 
when Bosnian Serbs de- 
clared the creation of their 
own state in Bosnia, igniting 
the country’s devastating 
four-year war that killed 


more than 100,000 people. 
Bosnia’s 
Constitutional 
Court has ruled against 
celebrating on that date in 
the past. 
Bosnian Serbs defied both 
the court and international 
criticism, staging a parade 
of troops armed with ma- 
chine guns, armored vehi- 
cles and other equipment. 


Also participating was the 
Russian Night Wolves biker 
group, known for its support 
for Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin. 
Nationalist 
Bosnian 
Serb 
leader Milorad Dodik, a 
Kremlin ally, said the Serbs 
won’t give up “the day 
when Republika Srpska was 
born.” The Russian ambas- 


sador in Bosnia was among 
the rare foreign officials 
who attended the gath- 
ering in the northwestern 
town of Banja Luka. 
“We are looking at Serbia, 
we are looking at Russia,” 
Dodik said in his speech. 
He added that the holiday 
cannot be banned be- 
cause “it would mean we 


have fallen.” 
During the war, Bosnian 
Serbs expelled and killed 
Bosniaks, who are mostly 
Muslims, and Croats from 
the territories they con- 
trolled. 
The conflict ended in 1995 
in a U.S.-brokered peace 
agreement. The so-called 
Dayton accords created 
Serb and Bosniak-Croat en- 
tities in Bosnia, held togeth- 
er by weak joint central in- 
stitutions. 
Bosnian 
Serbs, 
however, 
have sought to gain as 
much independence as 
possible. Dodik has openly 
called for secession from 
Bosnia, defying U.S. and 
British sanctions imposed 
over his policies. 
On Monday, two U.S. fight- 
er jets flew over Bosnia in a 
demonstration of support 
for the Balkan country’s ter- 
ritorial integrity. 
In Brussels, European Com- 
mission spokesman Peter 
Stano insisted on the “need 
to respect the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, constitu- 
tional order, including deci- 
sions by the Constitutional 
Court, by all actors in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina.”q 


MOSCOW (AP) — A U.S. citi- 
zen has been arrested on 
drug charges in Russia, of- 
ficials said Tuesday, a move 
that comes amid soaring 
Russia-U.S. 
tensions 
over 
Ukraine. 
The arrest of Robert Wood- 
land Romanov was re- 
ported by the press service 
of the Moscow courts. It 
said the Ostankino District 
Court ruled on Saturday to 
keep him in custody for two 
months on charges of pre- 
paring to get involved in il- 
legal drug trafficking pend- 
ing an official investigation. 
It didn’t offer any details of 
the accusations. 
The U.S. State Department 
said it was aware of reports 
of the recent detention of a 
U.S. citizen and noted that 
it “has no greater priority 
than the safety and securi- 
ty of U.S. citizens overseas,” 
but refrained from further 


comment, citing privacy 
considerations. The U.S. Em- 
bassy in Moscow issued a 
similar statement. 
Russian media noted that 
the name of the accused 
matches that of a U.S. 
citizen interviewed by the 


popular daily Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda in 2020. 
In the interview, the man 
said that he was born in 
the Perm region in the Ural 
Mountains in 1991 and ad- 
opted by an American 
couple when he was two. 


He said that he traveled 
to Russia to find his Russian 
mother and eventually met 
her in a TV show in Moscow. 
The man told Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda that he liked 
living in Russia and de- 
cided to move there. The 
newspaper reported that 
he settled in the town of 
Dolgoprudny just outside 
Moscow and was working 
as an English teacher at a 
local school. 
The news about the arrest 
come as Washington has 
sought to win the release 
of jailed Americans Paul 
Whelan and Evan Gersh- 
kovich. The State Depart- 
ment said last month that 
it had put multiple offers 
on the table, but they had 
been rejected by the Rus- 
sian government. 
Gershkovich, a Wall Street 
Journal reporter, was de- 
tained in March while on 


a reporting trip to the Rus- 
sian city of Yekaterinburg, 
about 
2,000 
kilometers 
(1,200 miles) east of Mos- 
cow. He has remained be- 
hind bars ever since on es- 
pionage accusations that 
he and the Journal have 
denied. The U.S. govern- 
ment has declared him to 
be wrongfully detained. 
Whelan, a corporate secu- 
rity executive from Michi- 
gan, has been jailed in 
Russia since his December 
2018 arrest on espionage- 
related charges that both 
he and the U.S. govern- 
ment dispute. 
He was sentenced to 16 
years in prison. 
Analysts have pointed out 
that Moscow could be us- 
ing jailed Americans as 
bargaining 
chips 
amid 
U.S.-Russian tensions that 
soared when Russia sent 
troops into Ukraine. q 


Members of the police forces of the Republic of Srpska march during a parade marking the 
32nd anniversary of the Republic of Srpska, in the Bosnian town of Banja Luka, 240 kms northwest 
of Sarajevo, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. 
Associated Press 


As Bosnian Serbs mark controversial national day, U.S. warns 
celebration amounts to ‘criminal offense’ 


Robert Woodland Romanov speaks to a journalist during his 
interview with Komsomolskaya Pravda newspaper in Moscow, 
Russia, on Dec. 2020. 
Associated Press 


A U.S. citizen has been arrested in Moscow on drug charges 
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By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — France saw its 
youngest-ever prime minis- 
ter and first openly gay one 
named Tuesday as Presi- 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
seeks a fresh start for the 
rest of his term amid grow- 
ing political pressure from 
the far right. 
Gabriel Attal, 34, rose to 
prominence as the govern- 
ment spokesperson then 
education 
minister 
and 
had polled as the most 
popular minister in the out- 
going government. 
His predecessor Elisabeth 
Borne 
resigned 
Monday 
following political turmoil 
over an immigration law 
that strengthens the gov- 
ernment’s ability to deport 
foreigners. 
Macron will work with At- 
tal to name a new govern- 
ment in the coming days, 
though some key ministers 
are expected to stay on. 
‘’I know I can count on 
your energy and your com- 
mitment,’’ Macron posted 
on X in a message to Attal. 
The president made a ref- 
erence to Attal reviving the 
‘’spirit of 2017,’’ when Ma- 
cron shook up politics and 


shot to a surprise victory 
as France’s youngest-ever 
president on a pro-business 
centrist platform aimed at 
reviving one of the world’s 
biggest economies. 
During the handover cer- 
emony, Attal said: “I could 
read and hear it: the 
youngest president of the 
Republic in history appoints 
the youngest prime minister 
in history. 


I want to see it only as the 
symbol of boldness and 
movement. It is also, and 
perhaps above all, a sym- 
bol of confidence in young 
people.” 
Attal said his goals include 
making security an “abso- 
lute priority” and promot- 
ing values of “authority and 
respect of others.” He also 
vowed to strengthen public 
services including schools 


and the health system and 
push for “better controlling 
immigration.” 
Macron, 46, has shifted 
rightward on security and 
migration issues since his 
election, notably as far- 
right rival Marine Le Pen 
and her anti-immigration, 
anti-Islam 
National 
Rally 
have gained political influ- 
ence. 
The 
president’s 
second 


term lasts until 2027, and 
he is constitutionally barred 
from a third consecutive 
term. 
Political 
observers 
have suggested that Ma- 
cron, a staunch supporter 
of European integration, 
wants his new government 
to prepare for June’s Eu- 
ropean 
Union 
elections, 
where 
far-right, 
anti-EU 
populists are expected to 
increase their influence. 
Critics from both left and 
right took aim at Attal for his 
limited experience, his Paris 
upbringing seen as out of 
touch with people strug- 
gling in the provinces, and 
his loyalty to the president. 
Le Pen posted on X: “What 
can the French expect 
from this 4th prime minis- 
ter and 5th government in 
7 years (under Macron)? 
Nothing,” calling on voters 
instead to choose her party 
in the European elections. 
In a statement, Eric Ciotti, 
head of the conservative 
party 
The 
Republicans, 
said, 
“France 
urgently 
needs action: it needs a 
different approach.” 
The Republicans would re- 
main a “responsible oppo- 
sition” to the centrist gov- 
ernment, he added.q 


By RIAZ KHAN 
Associated Press 
PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) 
— Suspected militants shot 
and killed two police of- 


ficers assigned to escort 
polio workers in northwest 
Pakistan on Tuesday, the 
second such attack in the 
past 24 hours on officers 


taking part in a nationwide 
anti-polio drive. 
The 
latest 
attack 
hap- 
pened in Bannu, a district 
in 
Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 
province 
bordering 
Af- 
ghanistan, said Altaf Khan, 
a local police chief. An- 
other two officers were also 
wounded in the attack. 
Khan 
said 
police 
have 
launched a search in the 
area to trace the assailants, 
and one of the attackers 
was apparently at a house 
in Bannu. 
No 
one 
immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
Tuesday’s attack in Bannu. 
Tuesday’s 
attack 
came 
hours after authorities said 
an officer who was critical- 
ly wounded in a roadside 
bombing that targeted po- 


lice assigned to protect po- 
lio vaccination workers in 
northwestern Pakistan died 
in a hospital, raising the 
death toll from the attack, 
claimed by the Pakistani 
Taliban, to seven. 
Police said in a statement 
that at least three officers 
remained in critical condi- 
tion after Monday’s bomb- 
ing in the district of Ma- 
mund, a former stronghold 
of the Pakistani Taliban in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov- 
ince 
bordering 
Afghani- 
stan. The Pakistani Taliban 
promptly claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack. Howev- 
er, a competing claim late 
on Monday by the Islamic 
State group accused the 
Pakistani Taliban of falsely 
taking responsibility for the 


bombing. In the past, the 
two militant groups which 
are both active in the re- 
gion have issued compet- 
ing claims. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are the only countries in the 
world where polio remains 
endemic. 
Monday’s bombing in Ma- 
mund happened after the 
government 
began 
an- 
other round of its regular 
vaccination drives. Islamic 
militants often target polio 
teams and police assigned 
to protect them, claiming 
falsely that the vaccination 
campaigns are a West- 
ern conspiracy to sterilize 
children. The vaccination 
drive in Mamund was sus- 
pended for a second day 
Tuesday.q 


Newly named Education Minister Gabriel Attal arrives to attend the weekly cabinet meeting 
after a cabinet reshuffle, Friday, July 21, 2023 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. 
Associated Press 


Gabriel Attal is France’s youngest-ever and first openly gay prime 
minister 


A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a 
neighbourhood of Karachi, Pakistan, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Suspected militants kill 2 police officers assigned to protect polio 
workers in northwest Pakistan 
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Today is going to be a good day 


(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col- 
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north 
of Venezuela in the warm waters of the south- 
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for 
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people in the world 
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white stretch on the 
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these 
hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 


The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro- 
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land- 
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi- 
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web- 
site www.arubanationalpark.org 


Philip's Animal Garden 


To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz- 
ing place. Something different to do, an expe- 
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu- 
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 


horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon- 
keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is 
the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 


No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re- 
peated guests most probably took the ride up- 
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light- 
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con- 
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in- 
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 


Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 


are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 
take a kayak. While you are doing some work- 
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec- 
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe- 
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. 


Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour 


A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak- 
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a 
rented car, you can drive through the north- 
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural 
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous 
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and 
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en- 
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a 
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road 
that leads you through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other locations, 
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are 
situated more in the center of the island, and 
are free for guests, 24 hours a day. 


Go for a shopping spree in the city center 


Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city 
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless 
of different stores—both high end and more af- 
fordable—that can offer you the service you 
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have a variety of 
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more. 
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous 
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the 
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu- 
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and more. 


Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm 
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va- 
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food 
stands and even a movie theater! q 
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Chogogo Tours 


Chogogo Tours takes pride in being a multi- 
service operator of tour & transfer vehicles for 
any and all purposes. Their knowledgeable 
team has an excellent reputation in the field 
of normal and disabled access transport, with 
a specialization in open-air and closed buses 
and minivans. 


Through our diversity of buses and vans, they 
offer customized transport to suit your party’s 
needs – from private or group island tours and 
discount party buses to port/airport transfers, 


and if needed, all with wheelchair access. As 
of September 2019, Chogogo Tours has up- 
graded its services for disabled or less-mobile 
visitors, offering rental beach wheelchairs and 
expanding our wheelchair-accessible tour op- 
tions. 


Their latest additions to the ever-expand- 
ing fleet include two air-conditioned vans 
that can seat up to 12 guests but are also 
equipped with lifts to make them accessible 
to wheelchairs. 
So whether it is a transfer for your party, an Is- 
land or Beach Hopping Tour or their famous 
Bar Hopping Tour on one of our Party Buses, 
Chogogo Tours is the tour operator for you.q 


Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished 


ST. CRUZ — The national park 
Arikok comprises almost 18 
% of the island. Its rugged 
terrain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected lo- 
cal flora and fauna welcome 
you to be explored. There is 
numerous wildlife to discover 
like for example the sea tur- 
tle who lays his eggs on the 
park’s beaches. There are 
more places on the island 
that are a preserved area 
like the Bubali Plas which is 
a bird sanctuary. 


The national park Arikok takes 
you on a memorable journey 
of the islands past offering 
unique geological, cultural 


and historical sites. These can 
all be enjoyed and explored 
either on your own or during 
guided tours. A wide variety of 
educational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available. 
Did you know that four of the 
in total seven species of sea 
turtle lay their eggs on Aruba's 
beaches? In the national park, 
a Least Tern (Sternula antil- 
larum) keeps a strict eye on 
a very special event taking 
place below on the beach: 
a majestic Leatherback (Der- 
mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying her 
eggs, while another nest laid 
2 months ago by the same 
female hatches. A very rare 


occurrence of daytime nest- 
ing and hatching. Sea turtles 
prefer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for the 
cue of cooling surface sand 
before emerging. 
Bubali Magic 
This beautiful close-up image 
of the pink bird is courtesy of 
Michiel Oversteegen of the 
Aruba Birdlife Conservation. 
This important foundation 
showcases and builds aware- 
ness of Aruba’s birds and other 
native flora and fauna. You 
may have seen a ‘pink cloud’ 
lately at the Bubali or Span- 
ish Lagoon Wetlands areas? 
It’s most likely to be Roseate 
Spoonbills (Ajaia ajaja) or 


‘Chucharon Cora’ as they 
are known in Papiamento. 
This unusual looking bird for- 
ages in shallow muddy water 
while sweeping its flattened 
bill from side to side to catch 
small fish, crustaeceans and 
other aquatic invertebrates. 
The Roseate Spoonbill remains 
an uncommon sight as they 
are vulnerable to degrada- 
tion of feeding and nesting 
habitats (Wetlands). (Source: 
arikok national park) 
The aforementioned is just a 
part of what Aruba’s nature 
has to offer. We cannot stress 
enough to go, see for your- 
self. The island has the most 
beautiful beaches but it is also 
worthwhile to go beyond this 


and get an idea of our entire 
island. Lately there is a discus- 
sion going on about the effect 
certain activities have on our 
nature, for example the ATV 
vehicles cause a lot of dust, 
noise and leave tire tracks. 
Animals live in these areas 
where the vehicles run, of- 
ten with high speed and with 
detrimental consequences 
to flora and fauna. Motor- 
ized vehicles are forbidden 
to drive on the sand dunes in 
the Northern part of the island 
and all beaches in Aruba are 
forbidden for any motorized 
vehicle. Treasure our island 
to enjoy it like you do: as a 
tropical and natural paradise. 
We truly appreciate it!q 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 


way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 
sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 


beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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suitable for the burning of lime. Man- 
groves were not only cut down to be 
burned for the building of forts but also 
to erect towns and cities following Eu- 
ropean standards. Therefore, many of 
our Aruban mangrove trees were cut 
down, reducing the growing produc- 
tion of oysters drastically. 
If this small industry had not been de- 
stroyed and if it had been well cared 
for, it could have kept its good source 
of profit both then and now. At that 
time, it was a very famous industry 
since our harvested oysters tasted way 
better and were much larger than 
those from Curacao and the rest of the 
Caribbean islands. 


Large quantities of oysters grew among 
the roots of the mangroves and could 
be seen even at the bottom of the sea 
from branches hanging in the water. 
Only a few branches needed to be 


cut or lifted to obtain an abundant 
supply of oysters. 


The number of shells they collected de- 
pended on the tide and the time they 
spent in the mangroves (generally five 
to six hours a day). After filling their bas- 
kets one shell at a time, they cleaned 
their catch and were ready to market. 
Although collecting mangrove oysters 
is not an easy task since you must im- 
merse yourself in the mud up to your 
waist, looking for them between the 
cracks, and also being very alert to 
insect bites, getting trapped between 
the roots, and being bitten by certain 
animals like snakes that are hidden 
among the tree branches and roots, 
mangrove oysters continue to be a 
source of income for many different 
coastal communities around the world. 
The disappearance of mangroves 
would be the end of life in coastal re- 
gions that totally depend on them. 


So if you are interested in really getting 
to know all about your travel destina- 
tion: the flora, fauna, geology, history, 
and autochthonous art, as well as the 
true identity of the island, book a visit 
to Etnia Nativa, a unique native gem! 
Let Anthony, our newspaper’s ac- 
claimed cultural columnist, guide and 
lecture you regarding the most inter- 
esting and revealing stories about Aru- 
ba’s undiscovered native ethnicity, an 
adventure beyond beaches and tour- 
ist traps. Visit his magnificent dwelling 
that integrates natural and reused ma- 
terials, bursting with culture and island 
heritage, and you’ll love our island be- 
yond beaches! 


Appointments 
and 
confirmations 
trough WhatsApp +297 592 2702 or et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com q 


Mangrove oysters 
Episode CCXXXVII - 237 


Each week, Etnia Nativa presents a new episode 
about cultural heritage, focusing on native knowl- 
edge, transcendental wisdom, and the importance 
of defending the true heart of Aruba. It connects the 
reader to that mystical aspect of the island’s culture 
and traditions, encouraging everyone to interact with 
our unique environment. 


During this episode, we will have it regarding Aruban 
oysters, which used to be part of a small island indus- 
try in the olden days. 
The mangroves form a green barrier on the south 
coast of our island-transitional vegetation from land 
to sea that offers great protection and forms a unique 
ecosystem in its own right. These topics were ex- 
plained in previous episodes (III–3 and CXXV–128). 
Despite the importance of mangroves as ecosystems 
and for the survival of certain communities around the 
world, in the last four decades, thousands of hectares 
of mangroves have been lost due to human actions 
such as deforestation, the changing climate, and in- 
dustrial toxic waste waters. 
The thickets of roots created by mangroves provide a 
natural barrier against the slings and arrows of extreme 
climate phenomena, allowing hundreds of families to 
subsist on what thrives in those forests- for example, 
the tradition of artisanal fishing in some places. If man- 
groves disappeared, it would be the end of the sub- 
sistence of many coastal regions around the world in 
which they are a source of life and biodiversity. 
In the mangrove reserves, you can also collect man- 
grove oysters, which provide an important source of 
nutrition and income for many cultures. This practice 
used to be part of a small but very successful Aruban 
industry at the beginning of the 19th century. Unfortu- 
nately, it did not prosper since, at that time, the wood 
provided by the mangrove was way more important 
than the oysters that lived on its roots. Mangrove wood 
was used in the construction of forts in Curacao, and 
the mangroves where oysters grew were especially 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come 
From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 


the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 


Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 


Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit1113 (21k); 
Week 5/unit1315 (23k); 
Week 8/unit1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit1207 (19k); 
Week 13/unit1509 (14k); and, 
Week 14/unit1308 (14k). 
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890 


________________________________217264 


Marriott destination points 
Palm beach 
at:$6 a point 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Halley Time Travel Aruba 
To all Time share members 
That are interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
Contacts the expert 
37 years of doing Honest busi- 
ness 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha: Tel. 583 4908 
San Lucas: Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


For sale, 
Property land 
sero Colorado 3700m2 
(39826,468 sq feet) 
Baby beach ocean view 
Price :$1, 110,000 
Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
West punt ruby 
5 min drive to the ocean 
3 Br 2bath with one appart- 
ment 
With pool 
Price:$640K 
Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
noord 
3 Br 2 bath 
5 min drive to the beach 
Price:$350K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Fixer upper 
salin'a serka 
3 Br 2 Bath with appartment 
Price:$325 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Fixer upper 
Bubali near super food 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
2 bedroom 2 bath, 2 Br 1bath 
3 Bedroom 1bath 
Price :$530K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana near CMart 
Central located 
2 bedroom 2bath with appart- 
ment 
With pool and 4 appartment 
Price :$630K 
Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For sale 
noord 
Bar/restaurants 
Price:$850K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach resort and 
casino 
eagle Beach 
Christmas week 
One bedroom sleep 4 
Week 51 room number 329 a 
Price :$7K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 52 room #1235 $10K 
2 Br WK #51 /52 room #1202 
Price :$75K both weeks 
1 Br WK #2 room# 1228 $7200 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1Br WK# 50 room #2258 
24 weeks remain $8K 
2 Br WK 51 room #2205/2206 
23 weeks remain $16K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 52 room #4116 
Ground floor 28 weeks remain 
Price :10 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 2 room # 4102 
22 weeks remain $9K 
studio WK 3 room #4205 
22 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 51 and 52 room #2257 
20 weeks remain 
Price :$10K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
2 Br WK #3 room# 2317/2318 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$18K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
2 Br WK 9 room #2117/2118 
22 weeks remain 
Price :$18K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
Eagle Beach 
1Br 2 bath WK 11 
room #2215 birdie 3 
22 weeks remain 
Price :$ 9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK 1 room #8201 
19 weeks remain 
Price:$8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK 3 room #7306 
18 weeks remain 
Price :$7K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK # 5 room # 8105 
Building C with elevator 
1 st floor 13 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Dutch Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 
Price :$9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Dutch Village 
eagle Beach 
studio WK #15 room # 125 
Overlooking pool 
32 weeks remain 
Price :$9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 Br WK # 52 room #953 
1 Br WK # 01 room #654 
Value 186,000 Points 
experation date 2058 
Price :$60K both weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
Penthouse 
2 Br WK 1 room #672 
22 weeks remain 
Price :$35K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Beach Club 
eagle Beach 
Christmas week 
1Br deluxe week 51 
room #206 
Price :$ 12 K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Beach resort 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK 8 room #4561 
4th floor pool view 
Price :$9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Quinta beach resorts 
eagle Beach 
Town House 
2 Br WK #9 room #212 
Price :$12K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle Beach 
1 Br WK #12 room# 1328 
2 Br WK #12 room # 1505 
Price : 1Br $7K 2Br $18K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Barcelo resort 
Palm Beach 
all inclusive 
1 Br deluxe WK 8 $15K 
3 Br WK 6/7 
On the 9th floor $80K both 
weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Caribbean palm village 
deeded property 
1 Br WK 3 and 4 room # B 104 
Price :$7 K each 
2 Br WK # 6 room# B206 
Price :$10K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Island 
1Br WK #51 room # 2136 
1 Br WK #51 room #2530 
Price :$10K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Island 
1 Br WK 51/52 room #2314 
Price :$21K both weeks 
1 Br WK #12 room #2521 
Price :$9K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
Somewhere between the 
sacred and profane, com- 
edy, 
drama 
and 
satire 
comes “The Book of Clar- 
ence,” a retelling of The 
Greatest Story Ever Told 
that arrives in theaters ap- 
propriately between Christ- 
mas and Easter. 
It’s a remarkably idiosyn- 
cratic approach by rising 
auteur 
Jeymes 
Samuel, 
who for this Biblical-era tale 
is director, producer, writer 
and composer for only his 
second feature. You have 
to kind of hand it to him: 
Who else would have the 
audacity to tackle Jesus in 
your second outing? 
“The Book of Clarence “ 
with a stunning cast that 
includes LaKeith Stanfield, 
James McAvoy, Anna Diop, 
Benedict 
Cumberbatch, 
Alfre Woodard and David 
Oyelowo careens through 
tones and sentiment, silly 
in one and then horrific in 
another. Samuel says he 
wants viewers to have a 
“wicked good time” but re- 
ally it’s a bit of a muddled, 
unholy mess. 
It is 33 AD in Jerusalem and 
Stanfield plays Clarence, a 
street hustler in robes who 
likes getting high in one 
cool, surreal scene he floats 
into the air like a balloon 
and dreams up schemes 
to get rich quick. He’s got 
the hots for a local beauty 
but owes a ton of coins to 
that beauty’s loansharking 
brother. 


Clarence is called the “vil- 
lage’s mischief maker” and 
even his mother thinks he 
needs to get his act togeth- 
er. “I’m not a nobody,” he 
tells his twin brother, Thom- 
as (also Stanfield, natural- 
ly). “A man who lacks hon- 
or is a nobody,” his brother 
replies. We know things are 
going to end painfully for 
Clarence because one of 
the first images in the movie 
is of him on a cross. 
Clarence doesn’t believe in 
God and certainly doesn’t 
believe that the local guy 
named Jesus is capable of 
miracles. It’s a scam to him. 
He tries to become a 13th 
apostle to pay off his debts. 


When that fails he decides 
to pretend to be a mes- 
siah, too, and get paid for 
so-called tricks. 
Samuel, 
whose 
previous 
movie was the all-Black 
Western “The Harder They 
Fall,” has some creative 
ideas, like using a chariot 
race to honor both “Ben 
Hur” and “Fast & Furious,” 
as well as wonderfully cap- 
turing the Last Supper like 
a painting come alive. He 
apes biblical epics in his 
title fonts and the opening 
and closing of the cam- 
era’s iris. He mixes stilted 
language “I must make 
haste” with modern turns 
(“I’ve got the cobblestones 


on lock.”) This is the first Bib- 
lical epic to uses the term 
“dumbass.”But 
Samuel 
never stays with any idea 
for long and “The Book 
of Clarence” lacks cohe- 
sion, as well as consistency, 
even if the acting is superb, 
especially from a soulful 
Stanfield. Is Samuel honor- 
ing sword-and-sandal ep- 
ics? Updating them? Mock- 
ing them? Looking at the 
Jesus story through a Black 
lens is immensely rewarding 
but the pay-off is poor. 
There are plenty of messiahs 
here like Spider-Mans in the 
multiverse but it is not clear 
what the filmmaker wants 
to say with them. A critique 


of celebrity? A message 
about entertainment? That 
faith comes even to those 
who have none? That we 
kill all our saviors? It’s not 
even clear if this is a pro- or 
anti-religious movie. 
Samuel comments pow- 
erfully on us today when 
white Roman police stop- 
and-frisk 
Black 
Jerusa- 
lem residents, but then 
wastes such a great po- 
tential vein to mine with 
a swanky dance party 
and cool choreographed 
moves. He makes us shud- 
der as nails are pounded 
into Clarence’s flesh, yet 
also includes humor at the 
crucifixion from the ac- 
tual guys doing the dying. 
He has a scene with brutal 
rock throwing and yet also 
a recurring goofy bit about 
light bulbs appearing over 
Clarence’s head. 
It’s a mind-melting piece 
of filmmaking, having ele- 
ments of both Monty Py- 
thon’s “Life of Brian” and 
“The Ten Commandments.” 
(Fun fact, the Italian city of 
Matera stands in for Jeru- 
salem here and was also 
where “The Passion of the 
Christ” was filmed.) Add to 
that an exciting soundtrack 
of more than a dozen songs 
by Samuel (even one with 
Jay-Z, also a producer on 
the movie) and “The Book 
of Clarence” is worth a look 
simply for its sheer daring. 
But we wouldn’t go so far 
as to say its creator walks 
on water.q 


LONDON 
(AP) 
— 
Irish 
singer-songwriter 
Sinéad 
O’Connor died from “natu- 
ral causes” in July, a coro- 
ner said Tuesday. 
London’s Metropolitan Po- 
lice had said the singer’s 
death was not considered 
suspicious after she was 
found unresponsive at a 
home in southeast London 
on July 26. O’Connor was 
56. The Southwark Coro- 
ner’s Court confirmed that 
O’Connor died of natural 
causes, which means cir- 


cumstances when an illness 
or condition is not linked to 
external forces. It did not 
provide details. 
The singer, who began her 
career performing on the 
streets of Dublin, rose to 
worldwide fame with her 
cover of Prince’s ballad 
“Nothing Compares 2 U,” 
released in 1990. 
O’Connor 
was 
public 
about her mental illness 
and was hospitalized after 
her teenage son, Shane, 
died by suicide in 2022. 


A lifelong non-conformist, 
O’Connor was known for 
her outspoken political and 
cultural stances and fierce 
criticism of the Roman 
Catholic Church, long be- 
fore allegations of sexual 
abuse in the clergy were 
widely reported. 
Thousands of fans lined the 
streets of Bray, the Irish town 
she had called home, dur- 
ing a funeral procession in 
August. Irish Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar attended, 
along with U2’s Bono.q 


This image released by Sony Pictures shows Anna Diop, left, and LaKeith Stanfield in a scene 
from “The Book of Clarence.” 
Associated Press 


Audacious Bible-era story ‘The Book of Clarence’ is maybe too 
audacious 


Irish singer-songwriter Sinead O’Connor attends a press event 
during the Budapest Spring Festival at a hotel in Budapest, 
Hungary, on April 22, 2015. 
Associated Press 


Irish singer Sinead O’Connor died from natural causes, coroner says 
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By ERIC OLSON 
AP College Football Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — Michi- 
gan’s climb back to the 
summit of college football 
ended with its 34-13 win 
over Washington in the Col- 
lege Football Playoff cham- 
pionship game on Monday 
night. 
Next, the Wolverines and 
their fans wait and see if Jim 
Harbaugh stays or goes. 
Harbaugh, as he did during 
the lead-up to the champi- 
onship, deflected all ques- 
tions about his future an 
hour after the game and 
again Tuesday. But deci- 
sion time is drawing near 
as NFL franchises begin or 
consider searching for new 
coaches. 
“I just want to enjoy this. 
I hope you give me that. 
Can a guy have that?” Har- 
baugh said after the game. 
“Does it always have to be, 
‘What’s next, what’s the fu- 
ture?’” 
Harbaugh looked into NFL 
jobs the last two years be- 
fore deciding to stay at 
Michigan. It’s possible he 
won’t this time, especially 


with the school facing pos- 
sible NCAA sanctions for re- 
cruiting violations and the 
sign-stealing scandal that 
hung over the team all sea- 
son. 
There is also the question 
of what’s left to accom- 


plish at Michigan for the 
60-year-old Harbaugh. The 
“Michigan Man” did what 
he set out to do when he 
left the San Francisco 49ers 
in 2014 to return to Ann 
Arbor, where his father 
was an assistant under Bo 


Schembechler and where 
he was a star quarterback 
in the mid-1980s. 
Running back Blake Corum 
pointed out Harbaugh has 
been a winner at each of 
his coaching stops. 
“So who wouldn’t want 


him?” Corum said. “When 
things come up like that, 
hey, you’ve got to do 
what’s best for you. You 
have a great coach like 
that, everybody wants a 
piece of you.” 
Harbaugh 
took 
over 
a 
proud program humbled 
under Rich Rodriguez and 
Brady Hoke and has gone 
89-25 over nine years, six 
with at least 10 wins. His only 
losing record came during 
the 
pandemic-shortened 
2020 season. 
The last three years mark 
one of the most dominant 
periods in the history of 
the only program to win 
more than 1,000 games. 
The Wolverines have gone 
40-3, won three straight Big 
Ten championships, made 
three consecutive playoff 
appearances and now are 
national champions. Har- 
baugh’s father, Jack, and 
NFL coach brother John 
watched his moment of tri- 
umph inside NRG Stadium. 
Harbaugh did divulge one 
of his future plans after the 
game. q 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
In their first coordinated ef- 
forts to cut back on late- 
night tennis, the women’s 
and 
men’s 
professional 
tours 
introduced 
new 
scheduling guidelines Tues- 
day that include prevent- 
ing matches from starting 
after 11 p.m. except with 
approval 
and 
recom- 
mending a 6:30 p.m. start 
for night sessions at tourna- 
ments. 
The WTA and ATP also an- 
nounced that they are con- 
ducting what they called 
“a strategic review” to try 
to add more consistency 
to the kinds of tennis balls 
used starting in 2025, fol- 
lowing complaints by play- 
ers that the week-to-week 
changes in equipment are 
problematic and possibly 
causing more injuries. 
It’s the latest example of 


the two tours working to- 
gether. 
“Match 
scheduling 
and 
tennis balls are both priority 
topics on our agenda, to- 
gether with the WTA,” ATP 
Chairman Andrea Gaud- 
enzi said. “It’s imperative 
that we evolve and adapt 
to the demands of the 
modern game, particularly 
where player health and 
fan experience are con- 
cerned.” 
The tours said the number 
of matches finishing after 
midnight “has risen con- 
siderably in recent years,” 
prompting the rules about 
late sessions that go into ef- 
fect this month at WTA and 
ATP events on a trial basis 
for this season. 
Tennis, of course, is played 
without a clock, meaning 
matches can be shorter 
than an hour or stretch for 
hours on end. One recent 


example: Andy Murray’s 
second-round victory over 
Thanasi Kokkinakis at last 
year’s Australian Open last- 
ed more than 4 1/2 hours 
and concluded after 4 a.m. 
Grand Slam tournaments 
such 
as 
the 
Australian 
Open, which begins Sun- 
day at Melbourne Park 
are not governed by the 
tours. But Tennis Australia 
says it was hoping to add 
some breathing room to its 
event’s schedule this year 
and reduce the late-night 
play by starting competi- 
tion a day earlier than usual 
Sunday instead of Monday 
and making the tourna- 
ment 15 days instead of 14. 
The new scheduling guid- 
ance put forth by the tours 
on Tuesday includes al- 
lowing no more than five 
matches 
on 
any 
court 
each day after an 11 a.m. 
start, with three during a 


day session and two in 
the evening; no matches 
starting after 11 p.m., un- 
less a supervisor from one 
of the tours and tour man- 
agement 
give 
the 
OK; 
any matches that haven’t 
started by 10:30 p.m. must 


be moved to a different 
court, so long as it’s before 
11 p.m.; night sessions can’t 
begin after 7:30 p.m., and 
it’s preferable that they 
should start an hour earlier 
than that.q 


Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh and quarterback J.J. McCarthy celebrate with the trophy 
after their win against Washington in the national championship NCAA College Football Playoff 
game Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Houston. 
Associated Press 


What’s next for Jim Harbaugh? Michigan coach faces decision on 
whether to stay or go back to NFL 


Andy Murray of Britain leaves Margaret Court Arena after 
4 a.m. on Jan. 20, 2023, following his five set win over 
Australia’s Thanasi Kokkinakis at the Australian Open tennis 
championships in Melbourne, Australia. 
Associated Press 


The pro tennis tours are trying to cut down on matches that stretch 
past midnight 
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By ALANIS THAMES 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — The Miami 
Marlins are in agreement 
with Yankees minor league 
manager Rachel Balkovec 
to become their director of 
player development, ac- 
cording to a person familiar 
with the deal. 
The person confirmed an 
MLB.com report of Balk- 
ovec’s hiring to The Asso- 
ciated Press on Tuesday 
on condition of anonymity 
because the team had not 
announced the deal. 
Balkovec finished her sec- 
ond season as manager 
at Class A Tampa in Sep- 
tember. She debuted with 


the team in April 2022 with 
a win as the first woman to 
manage a Major League 
Baseball affiliate. 
Before that, Balkovec was 
the first woman to serve 
as a full-time minor league 
strength and conditioning 
coach, then the first to be a 
full-time hitting coach in the 
minors with the Yankees. A 
former softball catcher at 
Creighton and New Mex- 
ico, Balkovec got her first 
job in professional baseball 
with the St. Louis Cardinals 
as a minor league strength 
and conditioning coach in 
2012. 
In 2016, Balkovec joined 
the Houston Astros, hired as 
the Latin American strength 
and conditioning coordi- 


nator and later was the 
strength and conditioning 
coach at Double-A Corpus 
Christi. She joined the Yan- 
kees organization as a mi- 
nor league hitting coach in 
2019. 
The Marlins have made a 
series of front office moves 
since the 2023 season end- 
ed. 
A month after parting ways 
with general manager Kim 
Ng, who led the organiza- 
tion for three seasons, the 
Marlins hired former Rays 
GM Peter Bendix as their 
new president of baseball 
operations. Ng was the first 
woman to become GM of 
a major league team.q 


Tampa Tarpons manager Rachel Balkovec watches from the 
dugout, while making her debut as a minor league manager of 
the Tarpons, a Class A affiliate of the New York Yankees, April 
8, 2022, in Lakeland, Fla. 
Associated Press 


Miami Marlins in agreement to hire Rachel Balkovec as director of 
player development, AP source says 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
It was a slow “Black Mon- 
day” across the NFL while 
everyone 
waits 
on 
Bill 
Belichick’s future with the 
New England Patriots. 
The 
Washington 
Com- 
manders, 
as 
expected, 
fired coach Ron Rivera af- 
ter his fourth straight losing 
season. 
The Carolina Panthers fired 
general manager Scott Fit- 
terer after finishing an NFL- 
worst 2-15. The Atlanta Fal- 
cons didn’t even wait until 
Monday to fire Arthur Smith, 
releasing him late Sunday 
night, hours after a dismal 
48-17 loss at New Orleans 
on a day that began with a 
division title still within grasp 
if Tampa Bay had lost. 
The 
Commanders 
and 
Falcons join the Panthers, 
Raiders and Chargers in 
a search for a new head 
coach. Whether the Pa- 
triots join that list is the big 


question. 
Belichick 
just 
completed his worst sea- 
son in 29 years as a head 
coach. The Patriots went 


4-13 and missed the play- 
offs for the third time in the 
past four years. Belichick, 
of course, led New England 


to six Super Bowl titles dur- 
ing an unprecedented run 
of success across two de- 
cades before Tom Brady 


left the team after the 2019 
season. But the Patriots are 
just 29-38 since Brady left 
with only one playoff ap- 
pearance in 2021. Mac 
Jones, who led them to a 
10-7 season as a rookie, 
was benched for the final 
six games and it’s likely the 
team will pursue another 
quarterback in the offsea- 
son. New England owns 
the No. 3 pick in a QB-rich 
draft. Belichick will meet 
with owner Robert Kraft 
to discuss the team’s next 
steps and his. The 71-year- 
old coach confirmed Mon- 
day he’s under contract 
and is open to relinquishing 
full control of personnel de- 
cisions. Belichick is 27 wins 
away from passing Don Sh- 
ula for No. 1 on the career 
list and is expected to pur- 
sue another coaching job if 
he doesn’t stay in New Eng- 
land. Several teams would 
be interested in a coach 
with his pedigree.q 


In a still frame from a Webex video news conference, in Foxborough, Mass., New England 
Patriots head coach Bill Belichick takes questions from reporters, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. 
Associated Press 


More NFL teams could make coaching changes if they stumble 
early in the playoffs 


